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Obituary
To the lega l p ro fess ion of Tr i n idad and Tobago , Lyne t te Maha ra j was one of
i t s mos t b r i l l i an t m inds and advoca tes . Bu t to us , he r husband and ch i ld ren ,
she was s imp ly the bes t w i fe and mothe r anybody cou ld eve r have w ished fo r.

Lyne t te d ied a t the age of 73 in hosp i t a l i n London , ho ld ing hands w i th he r
tw in daugh te r s wh i l s t they sung to he r, one of he r favou r i te hymns , The Lord
I s My Shepherd . W i th he r l as t few brea ths , she s l i pped away peace fu l ly to
God .

She was devoted to he r en t i re fam i ly – not on ly to he r husband , ch i ld ren and
grandch i ld ren , bu t to he r s ib l i ngs , he r i n - l aws and her many n ieces and
nephews . She a l so went ou t o f he r way to he lp he r f r i ends as we l l as he r
loya l members o f s ta ff who worked w i th ou r fam i ly fo r decades , a l l o f whom
she cons ide red as honora ry fam i ly members .

Ou r en t i re fam i ly took de l igh t i n he r b r i l l i ance and her k ind , ca r i ng and
generous sp i r i t . She was not bo rn in to a l i fe o f p r i v i l ege . She was a
se l f-made , i ndependen t ca ree r woman who worked th roughou t he r l i fe . She
was the be loved daugh te r o f pa ren ts who rose f rom very l i t t l e and worked
ha rd to gua ran tee tha t a l l o f the i r ch i ld ren , espec ia l ly the i r daugh te r s , wou ld
have be t te r oppor tun i t i e s than they d id .

She was a lways except iona l . Academica l ly, f rom a very young age , she
exce l led a t schoo l , w inn ing a na t i ona l i s l and scho la r sh ip to s tudy in the UK .
P ro fess iona l ly, ove r the las t 50 yea rs , she d i s t i ngu i shed herse l f as one of
Tr i n idad and Tobago ’s top lawyers . She i s one of the coun t ry ’ s few women to
ach ieve the honour o f Sen io r Counse l . And persona l ly, she was rega rded as
the mat r i a rch of both he r Pa rsad fam i ly and her husband ’s Maha ra j fam i ly.

Un f l appab le in any c r i s i s , she qu ie t ly got on w i th th ings tha t needed to be
done in he r usua l l eve l-headed and measu red way - f rom 1975 when her
husband was impr i soned fo r con tempt of cou r t when she asse r ted she was
en t i t l ed to see h im in p r i va te eve ry day as h i s l awyer and to ca r ry h i s mea l s
to the pr i son - to more recen t ly when she took on the es ta te a r rangements o f
he r mothe r and s ib l i ngs .

She was espec ia l ly p roud of he r th ree k ind , hones t and ha rd-work ing
ch i ld ren . She took pr ide in the i r many academic , p ro fess iona l and persona l
accompl i shments and she a lways took the t ime to l i s ten to the i r t roub les and
he lp to so lve them .

The w i fe o f one of the coun t ry ’ s mos t pub l i c f i gu res , she neve r wan ted any
pub l i c not i ce . She was enormous ly p roud of he r husband ’s i n teg r i t y and
pro fess iona l success , suppor ted h i s dec i s i ons and admi red and es teemed h im
grea t ly. She was fi e rce ly p ro tec t i ve of h im over the i r a lmos t f i ve decades of
mar r i age . The wors t th ing anybody cou ld have done was un fa i r l y c r i t i c i se he r
husband . She fe l t she was the on ly one who cou ld have done tha t – whethe r
fa i r l y o r un fa i r l y !

He r fou r g randch i ld ren brought g rea t j oy in to he r l i fe and she re l i shed be ing
“G rand-mummy” shower ing them wi th m i l l i ons o f hugs , cook ing the i r favou r i te
foods and p lay ing games w i th them .

She gave us a l l s t reng th in t imes of so r row, w i sdom in t imes of c r i s i s and was
the fi r s t to th row a fami ly pa r ty to ce leb ra te in t imes of happ iness .

May she res t i n e te rna l peace .
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( I n d i a n s p i r i t u a l t e a c h e r & p h i l a n t h r o p i s t )

( W e c h o s e t h i s p r a y e r b e c a u s e w h i l s t s h e w a s v e r y i l l i n
t h e h o s p i t a l o v e r t h e l a s t t h r e e w e e k s , L y n e t t e a n d h e r

t w i n d a u g h t e r s o f t e n r e c i t e d t h i s p r a y e r t o g e t h e r . )

O u r F a t h e r , w h o a r t i n h e a v e n ,
h a l l o w e d b e t h y n a m e ;

t h y k i n g d o m c o m e ;
t h y w i l l b e d o n e ;

o n e a r t h a s i t i s i n h e a v e n .
G i v e u s t h i s d a y o u r d a i l y b r e a d .
A n d f o r g i v e u s o u r t r e s p a s s e s ,

a s w e f o r g i v e t h o s e w h o t r e s p a s s a g a i n s t u s .
A n d l e a d u s n o t i n t o t e m p t a t i o n ;

b u t d e l i v e r u s f r o m e v i l .
F o r t h i n e i s t h e k i n g d o m ,
t h e p o w e r a n d t h e g l o r y ,

f o r e v e r a n d e v e r .
A m e n .


